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The people of California have also
faced natural disasters in the form of
earthquakes, floods, and fires. I recall
the Loma Prieta Earthquake on Octo-
ber 17, 1989, that measured 7.1 on the
Richter scale. Sixteen years have
passed, but everyone who lives in the
bay area remembers where they were
when the earthquake struck. Ameri-
cans everywhere stood with Califor-
nians, and this gave us the strength we
needed to recover, rebound and rebuild.

As difficult as that earthquake was
for us in California, the situation in
the Gulf Coast is infinitely more chal-
lenging. Homes across the Gulf Coast
are gone. People are left with nothing
but the clothes on their back. Biloxi,
Gulfport, Pass Christian, Bay St.
Louis, Waveland, Kiln, Slidell, and
other towns barely exist.

Our Nation has never had a city in
the desperate shape that New Orleans
finds itself in right now. The rule of
law has broken down. People at the Su-
perdome and the Convention Center are
suffering in ways that are just not seen
in our country in the 21st century.
Mayor Nagin has said that thousands
may be dead in New Orleans. This is an
unprecedented human tragedy.

As a Nation, we must be steadfast
and commit ourselves to save these
people. We must stand with all of the
people of the Gulf Coast and let them
know that we are here today to help
them get back on their feet. We are
here to lend them a shoulder to lean
on. We will be with you as long as it
takes to get your lives in order, as long
as it takes to get our cities back.

The people of the Gulf Coast have ex-
perienced hell on earth over the past
week. They will face challenges in the
coming days, weeks and months that
are almost unimaginable. People are
hungry, sick, homeless, and desperate.
The storm has hit everyone hard and it
has hit the poor hardest of all. The
Federal response to this disaster has
been too little and too slow. The situa-
tion must change and it must change
right now.

Last night I flew across our great
country to be here today to participate
in this emergency session of Congress.
It is important that the necessary re-
sources be provided for this disaster,
but actual leadership by the adminis-
tration is desperately needed right
now. There are dead bodies floating in
New Orleans as we speak. There are
tens of thousands of our fellow Ameri-
cans who have been without the help
that they need for this entire week.

I do not believe that our Federal
Government is incapable of mobilizing
to meet this disaster. The problem is
that we have not yet done so as com-
prehensively as is necessary. Even the
President stated today that the re-
sponse of his administration has been
inadequate.

There will be plenty of opportunity
in the months to come to analyze what
we could have done better, but today
our task is simply to do better, to en-
gage in a massive mobilization to save
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the lives of our fellow citizens and to
end the chaos that has descended upon
New Orleans and other areas dev-
astated by this hurricane.

Our Nation stands united with the
victims of this ruthless storm. Our fel-
low citizens from Mobile, Alabama, to
New Orleans, Louisiana, need to know
that they have our commitment to do
all that we can. The bill we passed
today is just a start. We will recover.
We will rebuild. We will prevail.

In the days and weeks to come, the
Congress will have many tasks before
it, from fully funding the Army Corps’
efforts, to revising the bankruptcy
laws so the victims who have lost their
homes can have a fresh start. But
today, we call on you, Mr. President.
Article 2, section 1, the executive
power shall be vested in a President of
the United States. We expect that the
resources, the food, the water, the
health care, the evacuation, the shelter
will be brought to bear so our fellow
citizens can end their suffering.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. HARRIS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. HARRIS addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER
TIME

Mr. ENGLISH. Mr. Speaker, I seek
unanimous consent to claim the time
of the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
HARRIS).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

—————

HURRICANE KATRINA
SUPPLEMENTAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
ENGLISH) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, we are in the midst of a crisis,
a crisis of crushing proportions in
terms of lives lost and property de-
stroyed. Time is clearly of the essence,
and I commend Speaker HASTERT for
calling Congress back into session over
this holiday weekend.

While we are still assessing the full
extent of the damage caused by Hurri-
cane Katrina, we know that the dam-
age is severe and that the response
must be strong and steady. The legisla-
tion that we have just passed in the
House will provide financial assistance
to the victims who have borne the
brunt of this devastating storm.

It will allow the Federal Emergency
Management Agency adequate re-
sources to continue operating and to
restore order in the affected areas. Res-
cuing and evacuating those who are
trapped, getting food, drinking water
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and medical care to those who are
stranded, should be our top priority,
and this funding is essential to accom-
modate some of those basic initiatives.

The image we have all seen on tele-
vision and in the newspapers only be-
gins to convey the desperation of those
in and around the areas that have been
hit. My heart goes out to those fami-
lies, and I am pleased that Congress
has answered the call here today and
sent and guaranteed the much-needed
resources.

On behalf of western Pennsylvania,
an area where we are familiar with
Mother Nature and how tough she can
be, I am here to express our solidarity
with the people in those communities
that have been hardest hit. The eco-
nomic impact of Katrina also looms
over us as we move forward, and as gas
and other oil prices spiral out of con-
trol this natural disaster certainly has
the potential to become a serious eco-
nomic challenge as well.

We need to take action in Congress
to alleviate the short-term crisis that
has been caused by Katrina. It will
likely take the next several weeks and
perhaps longer before we know the full
extent and the true extent of the dam-
age and begin to repair our critical en-
ergy infrastructure.

We recognize already that electricity
remains sparse in some communities,
limiting the capacity of refineries to
operate. In addition, distribution pipe-
lines also lack capacity, so refined
products are unable to reach local gas
stations. The production and delivery
problem will, without a doubt, have
significant impact on consumers and a
ripple effect on the economy. We in
Congress I think need to anticipate
that and respond. I think it is essential
that we act to address any fuel short-
age and act decisively to blunt its na-
tionwide consequences.

While our supply chain is coming
back online, Congress needs to care-
fully consider options for managing the
energy supply and the price of gasoline,
such as giving the President the au-
thority to fight price gouging for oil
and oil by-products, and manage strat-
egy fuel supplies.

Further, we ought to consider a tem-
porary suspension of the Federal gas
tax to give consumers at least a small
break from the unanticipated in-
creases. Any temporary measures we
can engage will ameliorate the enor-
mous impact of the present situation,
and these need to be carefully thought
through.

For now, however, we have to quick-
ly move forward, as we have done with
this emergency appropriations bill
today, which will help the victims who
have suffered most from the devasta-
tion of this storm. This storm is a chal-
lenge to the Nation, and I urge the
American people to pull together and
to help each other get through this.

I encourage people to donate what
they can to the charity of their choice
and do what they independently can do
to conserve energy. I believe this will
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test us and perhaps also show us at our
best.

———

MAKE REAL THE PROMISE OF
DEMOCRACY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Mrs. JONES) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today in support of this legisla-
tion, but I rise today also to say to
America it is time now, not later on.
One of my favorite speakers, Dr. King,
had a speech that he gave saying ‘‘Now
is the Time.” For a moment I am going
to paraphrase some of his words. He
said now is the time to make real the
promise of democracy.

He said now is the time to rise from
the dark and desolate valley, and I say
the valley is this national despair that
we are in right now, to the sunlit path
of Americans helping Americans.

Now is the time to lift our Nation
from the quicksands of Hurricane
Katrina to the solid rock of safety and
normalcy for the people of America.

We have had all these images on tele-
vision. We have had images of people in
facilities that were built for games. We
have images of people in facilities that
were built for conventions. We have
had images of people who are American
people, they are taxpayers, they are
the elderly, they are the frail, they are
the poor, they are the people left out
without any housing. This is a class
issue because those of us who had the
money to get out of New Orleans, get
out of Mississippi, get out of Alabama,
they got out. But these are people who
are American taxpayers who could not
get out. Why are we not helping them?

Today we have allocated resources.
What I am concerned about is who will
the resources go to? When we look at
Iraq, they went to Halliburton. What
about the resources going to the Amer-
ican taxpayers? They paid their dues.

I took a moment and went on the
Internet and got the application for
disaster resource. The application and
the pages that go with them are some
25 pages. Can you imagine if you were
in the situation of some of these peo-
ple, that they would in fact have to fill
out this form. Let us get rid of the
form and give them what they need.
Put these people on cruise ships with
bedrooms, bathrooms, food, a place
where they could be. Let us not try to
figure out and make magic. We know
what can work for these people.

Finally, these men, women and fami-
lies are entitled. They are American
taxpayers, take care of them.

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, will the gentlewoman yield?

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. I yield to the
gentlewoman from Michigan.

O 1430

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I first want to say that these
people are mnot refugees. They are
American citizens who pay taxes and
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are raising their children. I would hope
that we would not relegate them to
something less than American citizens.

I rise in support of the legislation
and would like to report on what the
City of Detroit is doing. Mayor Kwami
Kilpatrick has put together an organi-
zation with the private sector as well
as FEMA over the last 48 hours, and we
are offering to the families that have
been decimated 500 housing spots im-
mediately. We have been working with
the United Way and the health care in-
dustry to provide the resources that
these families will need, housing,
health care, water, food, clothing.

We in the City of Detroit stand
ready, under Mayor Kilpatrick’s lead-
ership. We have spoken with the gen-
tleman from Mississippi (Mr. THOMP-
SON), as well as the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. DAVIs), and the gen-
tleman from New Orleans, Louisiana
(Mr. JEFFERSON), and all have agreed to
work to move them now.

We need other government officials
from around the country to step up and
to bring them home. The people of New
Orleans have nothing to go back to.

Mr. Speaker, we are proud of our
Mayor and the City of Detroit. Detroit
has stood up, through Mayor
Kilpatrick’s leadership, and we ask
that other cities around this great Na-
tion of ours who have the wherewithal,
because private companies are ready to
help, and they have helped us.

The Detroit public schools have
agreed to take children from the rav-
ished areas. I thank the Mayor of De-
troit as well as my colleague for yield-
ing me this time.

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
now is the time to help the people of
America who have been in this situa-
tion for 3 or 4 days. If we can go into
Iraq and rebuild Iraq, we can build
what the people of America need in the
Gulf region and take care of what they
need.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from West Virginia (Mrs.
CAPITO) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. CAPITO addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER
TIME

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to claim the time of the
gentlewoman from West Virginia (Mrs.
CAPITO).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

—————

HURRICANE KATRINA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. WAMP) is
recognized for 5 minutes.
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Mr. WAMP. Mr. Speaker, I began this
week with a stomach virus that had me
flat on my back and very quickly that
illness was replaced with a sickness in
my stomach from watching our fellow
Americans, some of the most vulner-
able, some of the poorest, hurting, even
dying, and all week long, like many of
my colleagues I have spoken with
today, feeling somewhat helpless, even
as a Federal legislator, not being able
to roll up my sleeves and go and help
our fellow man.

We are with all of these people. From
the Tennessee Valley to the Silicon
Valley, we stand with our friends and
neighbors in Louisiana and Mississippi
and Alabama, but particularly in the
New Orleans area and in southern Mis-
sissippi where the devastation is so
bad.

Mr. Speaker, there is going to be
plenty of time to point fingers, scrub
the problems, determine what changes
need to be made, what broke down at
the local, State, Federal level. I hope
knowing this institution now as well as
I have known it for 11 years, and know-
ing the goodness of most people from
both sides of the aisle, we can do as
much as possible, like we did after Sep-
tember 11 and come together, bring the
Nation together, around the solutions.

This has been an extraordinary time
over these last 4 years in this country
as we put 22 agencies together to form
the Department of Homeland Security,
including taking FEMA from an inde-
pendent agency under this new um-
brella. Obviously all of the bugs have
not been worked out; and obviously, as
the President said today, this is an un-
acceptable response, frankly, at every
level, local, State and Federal.

But let us today try to hold off on
too much of the blame and come to-
gether to support all of these people. 1
am greatly encouraged today to see the
truckloads and the air loads going in
and people being evacuated. Until
every person that is still living is in a
safe and secure place, let us try to
meet each other at the water’s edge
and try to solve these problems. Every
minute it is improving and the system
is improving at every level of govern-
ment.

These are difficult, difficult times. It
is important that we come together.
Natural disasters, terrorist activities,
these activities will probably continue,
and we have to make sure I believe as
leaders that the unity of purpose, of
mind, of spirit is maintained in order
to preserve what we have. It is going to
be easy for chaos to take place in the
cities that are affected or even on the
floor of this great institution if we are
not careful that we do not dumb down
to the lowest common denominator of
criticizing or breaking down. It is a
time of unity in the day and months
ahead. The solutions are extremely dif-
ficult.

I want to also talk beyond this crisis
and hurricane because 1 believe we
were headed for serious trouble before
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